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impress upon the Arabs. There were Jewish tribes
in the north, and there is evidence in the Koran and
elsewhere that the traditions and rites of Judaism
were widely known in Arabia. But the creed was too
narrow and too exclusively national to commend
itself to the majority of the people. Christianity'
fared even worse. Whether or not St. Paul journeyed
there, it is at least certain that very little effect was
produced by the preaching of Christianity in Arabia.
We hear of Christians on the borders, and even two
or three among the Mekkans, and bishops and churches
are spoken of at Dhafar and Nejran. But the Chris-
tianity that the Arabs knew was, like the Judaism of
the northern tribes, a very imperfect reflection of the
faith it professed to set forth. It had become a thing
of the he&d instead of the heart, and the refinements
of monophysite and monotkelite doctrines gained no
hold upon the Arab mind.

Thus Judaism and Christianity, though they were
well known, and furnished many ideas and ceremonies
to Islam, were never able to effect any general settle-
ment in Arabia. The common Arabs did not care
much about any religion, and the finer spirits found
the wrangling dogmatism of the Christian and the
narrow isolation of the Jew little to their mind. For
there were before the time of Mohammad men who
were dissatisfied with the low fetishism in which their
countrymen were plunged, and who protested empha-
tically against the idle and even cruel superstitions of
the Arabs. Not to refer to the prophets, who, as the
Koran relates, were sent in old time to the tribes of